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s he Industrial Revolution, which transformed eco-
nomic life in the West, began in England in the

- eighteenth century. After the Napoleonic period it
spread to Western Europe, and by the end of the nine-
feenth century it had touched most of Western civilization.
The Industrial Revolution was charactetized by unprece-
dented economic growth, the factory system of produc-
tion, and the use of new, artificially powered machines for
transportation and mechanical operations. The potential
was tremendous; for the first time, human beings had
the ability to produce far more than was needed to sus-
tain a large percentage of the population, Whether that

- potential would be realized, and at what cost, remalned
to be seen. '

In the wake of industrialization came great social
changes. The middle and working classes wsre most
affected by industrialization, and both grew in number and
social influence as did the urban areas in which they
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worked and lived. But it was the middle class that bene-
fited most, enjoying a rising standard of living, Increased
prestige, and growing political influence. Whether the
working class benefited from industrialization during the
early decades is a matter for debate among historians.
Clearly it was this class that bore the burdens of urban social
problems: overcrowded slums, poor sanitation, insufficient
social services, and a host of related problems. The aris-
tocracy, the peasaniry, and the artisans—classes tied o
the traditional agricultural economy and older means of
production—slowly diminished in numbers and social
importance as industrialization spread.

The selections in this chapter deal with the economic and
social aspects of industralization. Much-debated questions
of economic history are addressed. Why did industrialization
ocour first in England? How did England differ from other
areas that were relatively advanced economically? Most of
the documents concern the human consequences of
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industrialization, questions of social history. The most popu-
lar area of interest, the effect of industrialization on the work-
ers directly involved, Is explored. What were the working
conditions in the factorizs? How did industrialization affect
the overall lifestyle of these peaple? Did their standard of liv-
ing Improve or diminish as a result of industrialization? The
middle class is also examined, especially middle-class atti-
tudes and values. How did the middle class view industrial-
jzation? What ware its attitudes toward monsy? How did the

that industrialization spread unevsnly, and It was not
until the second half of the ninsteenth century and
aven the beginning of the twentisth century that industri-
allzation spread to many areas in Southern and Eastern

Europe. '

g4~ PFor Classroom Discussion

What were the benefits and burden; of industrialization?

attitudes-of andoward-womenchange?
This chapter centers on industrialization in the first
half of the nineteenth century. It should be recognized

Testimony for the Factory Act

Use the selections by Disraeli, Engels, and Steams to debate
this fssue.

TESTIMONY OF THE COMMISSION
OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

i
i
i
i
H l

of-1833 %fkiﬂg@ﬁndiﬁons—
in England - -

Industrialization carried with it broad social and economic
changes that were quickly felt by those invalved. The most
striking changes were in the working conditions in the new

- factories and mines. During the first decades of industrializa-

tion, there was little government control over working condi-
tions and few effective labor organizations; laborers were thus
at the mercy of factory owners who were pursuing profit in a
competitive world. Investigations into conditions in factories
and mines conducted by the British Parliament in the 1830s
and 1840s led eventually to the enactment of legislation, such
as the Factory Act of 1833, These parliamentary investiga-
tions provide us with extensive information about working
conditions and attitudes toward them. The following selection
contains three excerpts from a parliamentary commission’s
investigations into child labor in factories. The first is a
summary by the commission of medical examiners from
northeastern England. The second is the testimony of John
Whight, a steward in a silk factory. The third is the testimony
of Willicrn Harter, a silk manufacturer.

CONSIDER: What these people perceived as the worst
abuses of factory labor; the causes of the poor working condi-
tions; how Harter might defend himself against the charges
that he was abusing the working class; what biases the
witnesses might hold.

Source; Commission for Inquiry inte the Employment of Childeen in
Factories, Second Report, with Minutes of Evidence and Reports by the
#edical Commissioners, val. V, Sesslon 29 January—20 August, 1833
{London: His Majesly's Printing Office, 1833}, pp. 5, 26-28.
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The account of the physical condition of the’ manufactu}.”
ing population in the large towns in the North-eastern
District of England is less favourable. It is of this district
that the Commissioners state, “We have found undoubted
instances of children five years old sent to work thirteen
hours a day; and frequently of children nine, ten, and
eleven consigned to labour for fourteen and fiftten hours.”
The effects ascertained by the Commissioners in many
cases are, “deformity,” and in still more “stunted growth,
relaxed muscles, and slender conformation:” “twisting of
the ends of the long bones, relaxation of the ligaments of
the knees, ankles, and the like.” “The representation that
these effects are so common and universal as to enable
some persons invariably to distinguish factory children from
other children is, I have no hesitation in saying, an exagger-
ated and unfaithful picture of their general conditdon; at
the sarne time it must be said, that the individual instances
in which some one or other of those effects of severe labour
are discernible are rather frequent than rare. . . .

“Upon the whole, there remains no doubt upon my
mind, that under the system pursued in many of the facto-
ties, the children of the labouring classes stand in need of,
and ought to have, legistative protection against the con-
spiracy insensibly formed between their masters and par-
ents, to tax them to a degree of toil beyond their strength.

“In conclusion, I think it has-been clearly proved that
children have been worked a most unreasonable and
cruel length of time daily, and that even adults have been
expected to do a certain quantity of labour which
scarcely any human being is able to endure. 1 am of opin-
ion no child under fourteen years of age should work in a
factory of any description for more than eight hours a day.
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¥rom fourteen upwards I would recommend that no indi-
vidual should, under any circumstances, work more than
twelve hours a day; although if practicable, as a physi-
cian, 1 would prefer the limitation of ten hours, for all
persons who earn their bread by their industry.”

TESTIMONY OF JOHN WRIGHT

How Iong have you been employed in a silk-mill?—More
than thirty yeas.

1—Yes, betwixt five and six. [ESTIMONY OF WILLIAM HARTER

How many hours a day did you work then?mThe
same thirty years ago as now.

What are those hours?—Eleven hours per day and two
over-hours: over-hours are working after six in the evening
ill eight. The regular hours are from six in the morning to
six in the evening, and two others are two over-hours:
aboiiit fifty years ago they began working over-hours, .

Why, then, are those employed in them said to be in
such a wretched condition?—In the first place, the great
number of hands congregated together, in some rooms
forty, in some fifty, in some sixty, and I have known some

a5 many as-100; which-must-be-injurious-te-beth-health—— -

and growing.-In the second place, the privy is in the fac-
tory, which frequently emits an unwholesome smell; and
it would be worth while to notice in the future erection
of mills, that there be betwixt the privy door and the fac-
tory wall a kind of a lobby of cage-work. 3rdly, The te-
diousness and the everlasting sameness in the first

“process preys much on the spirits, and makes the hands

spiritless. 4thly, The extravagant number of hours a
child is compelled to labour and confinement, which for
one week is seventy-six hours. . . . 5thly, About six
months in the year we are obliged to use either gas, can-
dles, or lamps, for the longest portion of that time, nearly
six hours a day, being obliged to work amid the smoke
and soot of the same; and also a large portion of oil and
grease is used in the mills.

" What are the effects of the present system of labour?—
From my earliest recollections, I have found the effects to
be awfully detrimental to the well-being of the operative; I
have observed frequently children carried to factories,
unable to walk, and that entirely owing to excessive labour
and confinement. The degradation of the workpeople
baffles all description: frequently have two of my sisters
been obliged to be assisted to the factory and home again,
until by-and-by they could go no longer, being totally crip-
pled in their legs. And in the next place, I remember some
ten or twelve years ago working in one of the largest firms
in Macclesfield, (Messts. Baker and Pearson,) with about
twenty-five men, where they were scarce one half fit for
His Majesty's service. Those that are straight in their limbs
are stunted in their growth; much inferior to their fathers
in point of strength. 3dly, Through excessive labour and
confinement there is often a total loss of appetite; a kind of
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langour steals over the whole frame—enters to the very
core—saps the foundation of the best constitution—and
lays our strength prostrate in the dust. In the 4th place, by
protracted labour there is an alarming increase of cripples

* in various parts of this town, which has come under my

own observation and knowledge. . ..
Are all these cripples made in the sitk factories?—VYes,
they are, [ believe, . ..

What effect would it have on your manufacture to re-
duce the hours of labour to ten?—It would instantly
much reduce the value of my mill and machinery, and
consequently of far prejudice my manufacture.

How s0?—They are calculated to produce a certain
quantity of work in a given time. Every machine is valu-

~ able in proportion to the quantity of work which it will

turn off in a given time. It is impossible that the ma-
chinery could produce as much work in ten hours as in
twelve, If the tending of the machines were 2 laborious
occupation, the difference in the quantity of work
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might 1ot always be in exact proportion to the differ-
ence of working time; but in my mill, and sitk-mills in
general, the work requires the least imaginable labour;
therefore it is perfectly impossible that the machines
could produce as much work in ten hours as in twelve,
The produce would vary in about the same ratio as the
working time. :

bil, or the Tiwo Nations:
Mining Towns

of the most effective
jtion to providing such
ations (1845), written by
» & novelist and politician who
ter of England (1867-1868,
thinking of a group of reforming
ed to as Young England. They
against their political com-

tury novels contain so
industrial life. In
description, Sybil,
Benjamin Disraeli (1
also served as prime
1874-18803, tl!ustmtes

hoped to gain worki
petitors, the liber
novel, Disraeli

labor, agtording to Disvaeli; how this descriptiotncompares
with Figels’ views in the following excerpt; whe, ifsanyone,
Disraeli would blame for all this.

Source: Benjamin Disraeli, Sybi, or the Two Nations {New York: M.
Walter Dunne, 1904}, pp. 198-200. .
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+—patchesofthe-surface might here and there-berecopnised;
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The last rays of the sun contending with clouds of smoke
that drifted across the country, partially illumined a

its distant limit, a wilderness of cottages, or tene-
that were hardly entitled to a higher name, were
scattered for many miles over the land; some detached,
some conhected in little rows, some clustering in groups,
yet rarely forming continuous streets, but interspersed

VILN CHAZHTEE SQINA8es, Neaps Oof bming coaang pdas
smouldering ikpnstone; while forges and engine chimneys
roared and puffed in all directions, and indicated the
frequent presenge of the mouth of the mine, and the
bank of the coal-git. Notwithstanding the whole country
might be compared to a vast rabbit warren, it was never-
theless intersected Vith canals, crossing each other at
various levels; and though the subterranean operations
were prosecuted with\so much avidity that it was not
uncommon to observe Yhole rows of houses awry, from
the shifting and hollow nhture of the land, still, intermin-
gled with heaps of mineral refuse, or of metallic dross,

covered, as if in mockery,-with grass and com, looking
very much like those gentlelnen’s sons that we used to
read of in our youth, stolen By the chimneysweeps, and
giving some intimations of théjr breeding beneath their
grimny livery. But a tree or a shryb, such an existence was
unknown in this dingy rather than dreary region.

It was the twilight hour; the hdur at which in southern
climes the peasant kneels before the sunset image of the
blessed Hebrew maiden; when carhvans halt in their long
course over vast deserts, and the turbaned traveller,
bending in the sand, pays his homage to the sacred stone
and the sacred city; the hour, not less\holy, that announces
the cessation of English toil, and sends forth the miner
and the collier to breathe the air of eai'\th, and gaze on the
lght of heaven, -

They come forth: the mine deliver} its gang and the
pit its bondsmen; the forge is silent dnd the engine is
stifl. The plain is covered with the swarming multitude:
bands of stalwart men, broad-chested afyd muscular, wet
with toil, and black as the children of thg tropics; troops
of youth, alas! of both sexes, though nejther their rai-
ment nor their language indicates the difference; all are
clad in male attire; and oaths that men might shudder at
issue from lips bomn to breathe words of seetness. Yet
these are to be, some are, the mothers of England! But
can we wonder at the hideous coarsendss of their
language, when we remember the savage tudeness of
their lives? Naked to the waist, an iron chain fastened to
2 belt of leather runs between their legs clad In canvas
trousers, while on hands and feet an English \girl, for
twelve, sometimes for sixteen hours a day, hauls and
hurries tubs of coals up subterranean roads, dark; pre-
cipitous, and plashy; circumstances that seem to have

escaped the notice of the Society for the Abolition of
Negro Slavery. Those worthy gentlemeh, too, appear to
have been singularly unconscious of the sufferings of the
little trappers, which was remarkalﬁi:, as many of them
were in their own employ.

See, too, these emerge fromy'the bowels of the earth!
Infants of four and five years/of age, many of them gitls,

. pretty and still soft and tigrid; entrusted with the fulfil-

ment of responsible duti?s, the very nature of which en-

the mine and the latest to leave it. Their labour indeed is
not severe, for that )vould be impossible, but it #s passed
in darkness and iry'solitude. They endure that punish-
ment which philgsophical philanthropy has invented for
the direst criminals, and which those criminals deem
more terrible fhan the death for which it is substituted.
Hour after Hour elapses, and all that reminds the infant
trappers ¢f the world they have quitted, and that which
‘they hgte joined, is the passage of the coal-waggons for
whicl{ they open the air-doors of the galleries, and on
keeping which doors constantly closed, except at this

GTeEnt of passage, the safety of the mine and the lives of
he persons employed in it entirely depend. -~

The Condition of the Working

Class in England. ,
Friedrich Engels .

To many contemporaries, child labor in factories and minés
under harsh conditions was the most shocking change in
working conditions brovght on by industrialization. How-
eve, several investigators documented a whole range of prob-
lems facing England’s industrial working class. One of the
most famous of these investigators was Friedrich Engels
(1820-1895), the son of a German textile manufacturer. En-
gels moved to England in the 1840s, where in addition to
learning about business he traveled through cities visiting
working-class areas and interviewing people. He would soon
become a collaborator with his friend, Karl Masx, and one of
the founders of modemn socialism. The following excerpt is
from the book that arose from his studies, The Condition of
the Working Class in England, first published in 1845.
Here Engels focuses on worker's living environment in
England’s industrial citles,

CONSIDER: What Engels considers the worst health condi-
tions facing the poor; Engels’ analysis of how the environment
affects the poor mentally as well as physically; how this descrip-
tion adds to the testimony. before the commission on child
labor (in a previous excerpt).

Sounce: Friedrich Engels, The Condition of the Warking Class in
E£ngland, trans. and ed. by W. 0. Henderson and W. H. Chalonar.
{Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1968), pp. 110-111.




'The way in which the vast mass of the poor are treated by
modern society is truly scandalous. They are herded into
preat cities where they breathe a fouler air than in the
countryside which they have left. They are housed in the
worst ventilated districts of the towns; they are deprived of
all means of keeping clean. They are deprived of water be-
cause this is only brought to their houses if someone is pre-
pared to defray the cost of laying the pipes. River water is so
dirty as to be useless for cleansing purposes The poor are

cfroate oll ¢
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ctrines served to justify the position of the middle élass, fo (

sk pport policies it usually favored, and to rationalize the poor
stige of the working class. Many of these doctrines appeare
in Self-Help, the popular book by Samuel Smiles, a physicia
editoy, secretary of two railroads, and author. First publishigl
in 1859, Self Help became a best-seller in England and fgas

fUlLCd LU L}.LI.UW LI.].E.U th: TSI L-ULLI O\\'\-\—LJIJJSO, Smbﬂsb,
dirty water, and frequently even dispusting filth and excre-
ment. The poor are deprived of all proper means of refuse
disposal and so they are forced to pollute the very districts
they inhabit. And this is by no' means all. Thereisnoend to
the sufferings which are heaped on the heads of the poor. It
is notorious that general overcrowding is a characteristic

feature of the great towns, but in the working-class quarters

people are packed together in an exceptionally small
area, Not satisfied with permitting the pollution of the air in
the streets, society crams as many as a dozen workers into a
single room, so that at night the air becomes so foul that

“Heaven helps thdse who help themselveg

CONSIDERY, How Smiles justifies his assertion that/self-help
is the only ans\per to problems; how Smiles would dhalyze the
situation of thd working class and how he wolld react to
the testimony presented to the parliamentary -1 mission on
child labor.

is a well tried
maxim, embodying\in a small compass the results of vast
human experience, Y he spirit of self-help is the root of all
genuine growth in the individual; anfl, ¢xhibited in the
lives of many, it consgitutes the trug squree of national

they are nearly suffocated. The workers have to live In

~ “damp dwellings. When theylive in cellars the water seeps— — in-its effects, but help flom within/invs

through the floor and when they live in attics the rain
comes through the roof. The workers’ houses are so badly
built that the foul air cannot escape from them, The work-

"~ ers have to wear poor and ragged garments and they have -

to eat food which is bad, indigestible and adulterated. Their
mental state is threatened by being subjected alternately to
extremes of hope and fear. They are goaded like wild beasts
and never have a chance of enjoying a quiet life. They are
deprived of all pleasures except sexual indulgence and in-
toxicating liquors. Every day they have to work until they
are physically and mentally exhausted, This forces them to
excessive indulgence in the only two pleasures remaining to
them. If the workers manage to survive this sort of treat-
ment it is only to fall victims to starvation when a slump oc-
curs and they are deprived of the little that they once had.

How is it possible that the poorer classes can remain
healthy and have a reasonable expectation of life under
such conditions? What can one expect but that they
should suffer from continual outhreaks of epidemics and
an excessively low expectation of life? The physical con-
dition of the workers shows a progressive deterioration.

SelfHelp: Middle-Class Attitudes

Samuel Smiley~
Middle-class liberals werz-agt totally unaware of the conse-
quences of industrialization for 3 s%ocmnes were devel-
oped that veflected and appealed 0™ their attttudes Such

Source: Samuel Smiles, Self-Help {Chicago: Belford, Clarke, 1881),

Bp. 21-23, 4849, @

vigor and strength. Help from withgut i often enfeeblirig
iably-invigorates.
Whatever is done for mén or clagses, to a certain extent

takes away the stimulus ayd negssity of doing for them- (

selves; and where men atk subjectéd to over-guidance
and over-government, the\{jeritable tendency is to ren-
der them comparatively helpigss.

Even the best institutions &arf give a man no active
help. Perhaps the most they ‘a‘l\n do is, to leave him free to
develop himself and improve K% individual condition.
But in all times men have Peen prone to believe that their
happiness and well-being/wery to, bk secured by means of i
institutions rather than py their own conduct. Hence the
value of legislation as An agent in. himan advancement
has usually been much ovgrestimated\To constitute the
millionth part of a Législgture, by voting for one or two
men once in three of five years, howéyen\conscientiously
this duty may be peffortied, can exercise kut little active
influence upon any maf’s life and charactel, Moreover, it
is every day beCO?in g more clearly undeéystdpd, that the

function of Goverg/ment is negative and Vestrictive,

rather than positivé and active; being resdjvakle princi-

property. Laws
the enjoyme

owever stringent, can make the idig indus-
iftless provident, or the drunken sobe>.\8 h
n only be effected by means of individuyl (
action, gCbnomy, and self-denial; by better habits, rathe
than by dreater rights. .

Indegd, all experience serves to prove that the worth
and drength of a State depend far less upon the form of
its institutions than upon the character of its men. For

but no laws,
trious, the
reforms
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was relatively wealthy. In fact, a century of suqf:essful
=xploration, slave-trading, piracy, war, and cofnmerce
h\id made her the richest nation in the world. Eyen more
important, her riches had accrued not merellv/"to a few
nobles, but to a large upper-middle stratum ¢f commes-
cial bdurgeoisie. England was thus one of the/first nations
to develop, albeit on a small scale, 2 prime requisite of an
industrid) economy: a “mass” consumer/market. As a
result, a ri{ing pressure of demand inspi}red a search for

\ The first of these factors was simply that En,éland

kind, but he was quite splendid with an 18-inch {Ale.”
Watt was tireless in experimenting with his ma¢hines;
edgwood stomped about his factory on his webden leg
scawling, “This won’t do for Jos. Wedgwood,” wherever
he sdw evidence of eareless work. Richard ight was
a bundle of ceaseless energy in promoting his interests,
jouncing about England over execrable/roads in a post
chaise driven by four horses, pursuing his correspondence
as he traveled,

“With us,”\q’dte a French visit

to a calico works in

Tiew Lechnigues. 7

Second, %ngiand was the scene of tk{e most successful
and thoroughfioing transformation of/feudal society into
commercial soclety. A succession of sgtong kings had effec-
tively broken the\power of the local fiobility and had made
England into a single unified state/As part of this process,
we also find in England the strohgest encouragement to
classes. Then too, as we have seen,
the enclosure movement, whith gained in tempo in the
seventeenth and eighteenth cénmries, expelled an army of
laborers to man her new (/iffstrial establishments,

Third, England was ocus of a unique enthusiasm

a position which he
ealth.” This was an atti-
rising English industrial
wn dignity and reward; the
aside. Boswell, on being

to remain

of his

this would not ca
would deem unwort
tude entirely foreign
capitalist, His work was i
wealth it brought was
shown Watt and Boult

1788, ™a man rich enough to se‘?if and run a factory kke

to have—Power.”
The new mer were first and last
enterprisers. Tbéy brought with them 2 né

for science and engineering, The famous Royal Academy,
‘of which Newton was ary edrly president, was founded in
1660 and was the immefliaté, source of much intellectual
excitement. Indeed, a/populdr interest in gadgets, ma-
chines, and devices of all sorty soon became a mild na-
tional obsession: Gehtlemen's Magazine, a kind of New
Yorker of the peried, announced in 1729 that it would
henceforth keep its/readers “abreabt of every invention"—
a task which the ,mounting flow of inventions soon ren-
dered quite impossible. No less impdrtant was an enthusi-
asm of the British landed aristocracy Yor scientific farming:
English Iandlo;’és displayed an intere}t in matters of crop
rotation and fertilizer which their Flench counterparts
would have found quite beneath their ignity. |
Then there were a host of other background causes,
some as fortuitous as the immense resolirces of coal and
iron ore gn which the British sat; others\as purposeful as
the devélopment of a national patent syktern which de-
Iiberate{y sought to stimulate and protect the act of in-
ventiop itself. In many ways, England was\‘ready” for an
Industrial Revolution. Buot perhaps what\finally trans-
latedf the potentiality into an actuality whs the emer-
gencg of a group of new men who seized updn the latent
oppgprtunities of history as a vehicle for their\own rise to
fan}fz and fortune. . .,
leasant or unpleasant, the personal charkcteristics
fade beside one overriding quality. These werd all men

19 erested in expansion, in growth, in inves

vestment's sake. All of them were identified with tech-
ological progress, and none of them disdaindd the

marked, “It was a pleasure to see him handle a tool

(i

restless as it

short of total, sweeping, and immeversible.

The Industrial Revolution in Russia
Peter N. Stearns

Before 1850 the industrial revolution was confined to Britain
and a few limited areas in the West. Between 1850 and 1870,
the coal mines, iron foundries, textile factories, steam ¢ngines,
and railroads that had made Britain an industrial giant spread
broadly into Western and Central Evrope and North America.
However, outside of these areas, no industrial revolution oc-
curred until after the 1870s. Many historians have suggested
reasons for this disparity between these areas of the West and
elsewhere. In the following selection, Peter Stecrns suggests
reasons Russia was slow to industrialize.

CONSIDER: What opportunities were available for indus-
triad development in Russia; why, nevertheless, Russia did not
industrialize sooner. :

Russia began to receive an industrial outzeach from the
West within a few decades of the advent of the industrial
revolution. British textile machinery was imported begin-
ning in 1843. Emst Knoop, a German immigrant to
Britain who had clerked in a Manchester cotton.factory,
set himself up as export agent to the Russians. He also

Source: Peter N. Stearns, The Industrial Revolution in World History .
{Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1993), pp. 72-73,




sponsored British workers who installed the machinery in
Russia and told any Russian entrepreneur brash enough
to ask not simply for British models but for alterations or
adaptations: “That is not your affair; in England they
know better than you.” Despite the snobbism, a number
of Russian entrepreneurs set up small factories to pro-
duce cotton, aware that even in Russia’s small urban
market they could make a substantial profit by under-
selling tradifional manufactured cloth. Other factories
were-established directly by Britons

CotdD e
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many landlords boosted the work-service obligations of
the serfs in order to generate more grain production for
sale to the West. The obvious temptation was to lock in
an older economy—to tespond to new opportunity by
incremental changes within the traditional system and to
maintain serfdom and the rural preponderance rather
than to tisk fundamental internal transformation.

Early Industrial Society:

Earopeans and Americans were particularly active in
responding to calls by the tsar's government for assis-
tance in establishing railway and steamship lines. The
first steamship appeared in Russia in 1815, and by 1820 a
regular service ran on the Volga River. The first public
railroad, joining St. Petersburg to the imperial residence
in the suburbs, opened in 1837. In 1851 the first major
line connected St. Petersburg and Moscow, along a re-
markably straight route desired by Tsar Nicholas I him-
self. American engineers were brought in, again by the
goverAment, to set up a raitroad industry so that Russians

Progress or Decline?
Peter Stearns and Herrick Chapman

One of the most persistent debates over the early stages of the
Industrial Revolution is whether a higher standard of living ve-
sulted for factory workers. A number of “optimistic” histori-
ans, relying primarily on statistical evidence such as wage
rates, prices, and mortality 1ates, have argued that even dur-
ing the early period factory workers experienced a tising
standard of living. A group of more “pessimistic” historians,
emphasizing qualitative data such as descriptions of the psy-
chological, social, and cultural impact of the factory on work-

could build their own focomotives and cars = o iuec araves that the standard of living declingd for these

But Russia-did not then industrialize. Modern indus-
trial opetations did not sufficiently dent established eco-
nomic practices. The nation remained overwhelmingly
agricultural. High percentage increases in manufacturing
proceeded from such a low base- that they had littte
general impact. Several structural barriers impeded a
genuine industrial revolution. Russia's cities had never
boasted a manufacturing tradition; there were few arti-
sans skilled even in preindustrial methods. Only by the
1860s and 1870s had cities grown enough for an artisan
core to take shape—in printing, for example—and even

" then large numbers of foreigners (particularly Germans)
had to be imported. Even more serious was the system of
serfdom that kept most Russians bound to agricultural
estates. While some free laborers could be found, most
rural Russians could not legally leave their land, and their
obligation to devote extensive work service to their lords’
estates reduced their incentive even for agricultural pro-
duction. Peter the Great had managed to adapt serfdom
to a preindustrial metallurgical industry by altowing land-
lords to sell villages and the labor therein for expansion of
ironworks. But this mongrel system was not suitable for
change on a grander scale, which is precisely what the
industrial revolution entailed.

Furthermore, the West's industrial revolution, while it
provided tangible examples for Russia to imitate, also
produced pressures to develop more traditional sectors in
lieu of structural change. The West's growing cities and
rising prosperity claimed rising levels of Russian timber,
hemp, tallow, and, increasingly, grain. These were export
goods that could be produced without new technology
and without altering thé existing Iabor system. Indeed,

sworkers during the first half of the nineteenth century. In the

following selection Peter Stearns and Herrick Chapman focus
on this debate, concluding that, at least for many workers,

material conditions were modestly better,

CONSIDER: The aspects of this selection that optimistic his-
torians would emphasize and how pessimistic historians might
respond; whether increased wage tates are a meaningful
meastre without a consideration of the psychological and
social costs of that extra money.

The question of whether conditions deteriorated or were
improved by early factory employment has been hotly
debated, particularly in the case of the British industrial
revolution. There is evidence on both sides. Many have
tried to prove that early industry was evil; others have
asserted its beneficence. Even during the Industrial Revo-
lution itself the question was argued with much partisan
feeling. The issue is not merely an academic one. In order
to understand the workers themselves, it is vital to know
whether they experienced a deterioration in conditions
as they entered industry. That the workers were in misery
from a modern point of view cannot be denied; that they
were severely limited in their conditions is obvious; but
whether they felt themselves to be miserable, judging by
the standards they knew, is far from clear. . ..

Souace: Reprinted with the permission of Macmillan College Publishing
Company Soclety in Upheaval, 3rd ed., by Peter Stearns and Herrick
Chapman. Copyright © 1992 by Macmiltan College Publishing
Company, Inc.
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Furthermore, in England and elsewhere, rural condi-
tions had usually been declining before the Industrial
Revolution began. This was, after all, the main impulse
for peasants to accept factory jobs. Peasant standards of
living were low anyway; preindustrial society was simply

- poor. And the people entering industry were often drawn

from the lowest categories of the peasantry, These were
the people who suffered most from expanding population
and declining domestic industry. There was deterioration
of material conditions in the early industrial period, but it

machines required years to learn their trade fully, But
even lesser-skilled workers could command a money
wage that was higher than what was available in the
countryside or to the transient workers of the cities.
There was little lefc over for purchases beyond food,
housing, and clothing. A bit of tobacco or a small comntri-
bution to 2 mutual aid group were all that the ordinary
worker could afford, However, wages tended to go up
with time. They definitely rose in England after 1840.
The main factory centers in France saw an_increase in

—occurred primarity i the countryside among the Jandless

and the domestic producers and among the unskilled in
the shums of cities like London. When they found factory
employment, workers seldom-could note a significant
worsening of their sitnation: many factory workers actu-
ally gained some ground in standard of living.

The worst problem for factory workers, as for the
poorer classes even in premodern times, was the instabil-
ity of conditions. Sick workers were rarely paid and some-
times lost their jobs, With age workers’ skill and strength
declined, and so did their eamings. Old workers, lacking
property to fall back on, suffered from falling r wages and

real wages in the 1830s and 18405, and there was im-
provement in Germany in the 18405 and 1850s, in Russia
in the 1890s,

So it is safe to conclude that material conditions,
though bad, provided modest gains and some solace for
many workers during the early industrial period as a
whole. On the average, conditions were better than the
new workers’ traditions had led them to expect,

The Family and Industrialization
in Western Europe _

frequent unemployment. Machine break-downs caused

“days and even weeks of uriemployment. Most important,

recurrent industral slumps plunged many workers into
profound misery. Wages fell, sometimes by as much as
50 percent; up to a quarter of the labor force lost their

~ “jobs. Some returnied to the countryside to seek work or to

roam in bands to find food. Some survived on charity; the
charity rolls of manufacturing cities often embraced over
half the working class, though only meager SUppOIt was
offered. Some sold or pawned their possessions. Al re-
duced expenses by eating potatoes instead of bread and
ignoring rent payments. Old age, finally, could bring
disaster. Working-class life was thus punctuated by a
number of personal and general crises, creatinga sense of
insecurity that haunted workers even in better times.

In prosperous years the worst feature of the average
worker’s material stendard of living was housing. Rural
cottages had often been flimsy and small, befouled by
animals, but city housing was sometimes worse. . . .

With poor housing and urban crowding, along with
the pressures of factory work itself, many workers were in
poor health. Rates of infant mortality were high, and
many workers had a life expectancy at birth only half as
high as that of their employers. . . .

Unquestionably factory wages were better than those
of the countryside. Highly skilled male workers, many of
them former artisans, were paid three to six times as
much as ordinary laborers. For early mechanization did
not eliminate the need for skill, though it reduced the
percentage of skilled workers and changed the skills re-
quired. Hence the men who built and installed machines
or puddled iron or 1an the more complex spinning

o\

Michael Anderson

The tremendous growth of interest in socil history over the
past twenty years has stimulated scholars from other disci-
blines to address historical questions. A number of sociologists
have applied methods from their own disciplinie to social as-
pects of nineteenth-century industrialization. In the following
selection Michael Anderson, a sociologist from the University
of Edinburgh, discusses the effects of industrialization on the
working-class family. '

CONSIDER: The specific ways in which the process of indus-
trialization affected working-class families; how Anderson’s
Interpretation might support the “optimisis” or the “pessimists”
in their debate over the effects of the Industrial Revolution on
the working class; how the effects on middle-class families
might differ.

In industrial areas, then, the close interdependence of
parents and children which was so important in peasant
societies gave way, and this was reflected in changes in
family relationships. The eatly stages of industrializa-
tion, however, probably changed relationships between
husbands and wives much less, though freedom from
such close supervision and a more private domestic
situation may have allowed rather more affection to
develop between them than had been the case in pre-
industrial peasant families. Husband and wife were no

Source: Michael Anderson, “The Family and Industriatization in Western
Europe,” The Forum Series. Reprinted by permission of Forum Press
{St. Louis, M0, 1978), p. 14. Copyright © 1578 by Forum Press. -




Jonger cooperating in the same productive task, but this
had never béen upiversal anyway. There was, however,
a continued need and possibility for both husbands and
wives to work as producers to keep the family above the
subsistence line. In a few areas wives actually left the
house to work in the factories. More usually, as women
had always done, the wives of factory workers worked at
home producing small items of clothing, processing
some kind of food or drink, taking in the middle class’s
washing, or running a small shop or lodging house. The
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the only income producer, the rest of the family became
more dependent on him than he was on them. What-
ever the husband did, the wife had little power to resist.
While the family as a whole telied materially on the fa-
ther, he needed them only to the extent that he could
obtain from them emotional or other rewards which he
could not obtain elsewhere or to the extent to which
public opinion in the neighborhood was effective in
controlling his behavior (And with the weakened com-
munity control of large industrial cities, neighborhood

&
i

manifold needs of an industrial community were thus
met in 2 way which contributed to working class family
solidarity while ailowing mothers to supervise and care
{perhaps rather better than before) for small children
during the lengthening period before they were able to
enter the labor force themselves.

Initislly, then, it was only in a few areas, especially

~ “those specializing in mining, machine-making, metal

manufacturing, shipbuilding and sawmilling, that a
change occurred in the economic status of women and
with it in their family situation. In these areas there were

. .eormot-enough openings for female wage employment and,

in consequence, many women were forced into the al-
most totally new situation of full-time housewife. How-
ever, as fnore and more traditional tasks were taken over
by the application of factory production methods to

 clothing and food preparation, the home increasingly be-

came confined to consumption. Only then did the dis-
tinetion between male productive work outside the home
and female consumption-oriented work inside the home
become common among the working class.

Though the evidence is patchy, it seems that, at least
in some areas, this had an effect on relationships be-
tween husbands and wives. Since the husband became

control was often weak.), T s, i theworking chass;
the idea that a woman's place was in the home and that
her role was essentially an inferior domestic one is not
of great antiquity. Rather it seems only to have devel-
oped as a response to a major shift in the power balance
between hushands and wives which reflected the new
employment situation of late-nineteenth- and early-
twentieth-century industrial society. .

= CHAPTER QUESTIONS

1. Do you feel that industrialization should be consid-
ered a great boon, a mixed blessing, or a disaster for
nineteenth-century Europeans! Why!

2. In retrospect, what policies might governments
have adopted to minimize the pains of industrializa-
tion? What factors acted against the adoption of
such policies?

3. In a debate over how industrialization should be
evaluated, what would the arguments of middle-
class liberals be? Of industrial workers? Qf women?
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vernmental institutions, shall have unmisté!kably
ggwed their unfitness for the important office iftrusted
to them. ...

§3\ Those laws which have for a long period been di-
rected ‘\pgainst secret and unauthorized socigties in the
universities, shall be strictly enforced. Thege laws apply
especiallyo that association established sofne years since
under the e Universal Students’ Unfon {Allgerneine
Burschenschaft), since the very conceptién of the society
implies the uttagly unatlowable plan of germanent fellow-

English Liberalism

Jeremy Bentham

The 1o0ts of liberalism are deep and varied, stretching back
to the writings of John Locke in the seventeenth century and
further. By the. time liberalism started to flourish during the
nineteenth century, it had a particularly strong English tradi.
tion. Perhaps the most influential of the early-nineteenth.
century English liberals was Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832).
He is best known as the author of the theory of utilitarianism

ship and COnStayt communication between the vanous
universities. The\duty of especial watchfulness in this
matter should be ¥npressed upon/the special agents of
the government.

PRESS LAWS FORF

§1. So ib—r;g"a_s this décee shall remain in force no
publication which appears fa the form of daily issues or as
a serial not exceeding twenty sheets of printed matter

shall go to press in any/staté, of the Union without the

and Jor advocating reform of many English institutions. The
ideas and efforts of Bentham and his followers, who include
Jumes Mill and John Stuart Mill, formed one of the main-
streams of English liberalism and liberal reform in the nine-
teenth century. The first of the following two selections comes
from Bentham’s An Introduction to the Principles of Morals
and Legislation (1789} and focuses on the principle of uriliey.
The second is from his Manual of Political Economy (1798)
and indicates his views toward governmental economic policy.

- CONSIDER: What exactly Bentham means by the principle

of utility; what, according to the principle of utility, the proper

suppress on its dwn authority,\ without being peti-
tioned, such wrifings included ir\ Section 1, in what-
ever German stgte they may appean\ as in the opinion of
a commission gppointed by it, are inimical to the honor
of the Union{ the safety of indiviflual states or the
maintenancy of peace and quiet in\ Germany. There
shall be no gppeal from such decisiond and the govern-
ments invgilved are bound to see that they are put into
executionf

previous knowledge anf approyal of the state officials.
§6. . .. The Digt shall have the right, moreover, to

S

ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INVESTIGA'
COMMITTEE AT MAINZ

TICLE I. Within a fortnight, reckoned frof the pas-
sage of this decree, there shall convene, under\the aus-
piges of the Confederation, in the city and federal fortress
off Mainz, an Extracrdinary Commission of Investigation
t consist of seven members including the chairma
ARTICLE II. The object of the Commission sha
joint investigation, as thorough and extensive as poskible,
}Jf the facts relating to the orgin and manifold ramifica-
tions of the revolutionary plots and demagogical assofia-
!tions-directed against the existing Constitutional dnd

‘bea

“internal peace both of the Union and of the individhal

states: of the existence of which plots more or less clear
evidence is to be had already, or may be produced in the
course of the investigaton..

()

7ole of government in general is; his explanation for the proper
1ole of the government in economic affairs.

L. Nature has placed mankind under the govemance
of two sovereign masters, pain and pleasuze. It is for them
alone to point out what we ought to do, as well as to de-
termine what we shall do. On the one hand the standard
of right and wrong, on the other chains of causes and ef-
fects, are fastened to their throne. They govern us in all
we do, in all we say, in all we think: every effort we can
make to throw off our subjection, will serve to demon-
strate and confirm it. In words a man may pretend to
abjure their empire: but in reality he will remain subject
to it all the while. The principle of utility recognizes this
subjection, and asstimes it for the foundation of that sys-
tem, the object of which is to rear the fabric of felicity by
the hands of reason and of law. Systems which attempt to
question it, deal in sounds instead of sense, in caprice in-
stead of reason, in darkness instead of light.

But enough of metaphor and declamation: it is ot by
such means that moral science is to be improved.

II. The principle of utility is the foundation of the
present work: it will be proper therefore at the outset to
give an explicit and determinate account of what is
meant by it. By the principle of utility is meant that prin-
ciple which approves or disapproves of every action
whatsoever, according to the tendency which it appears

Sources: Jeremy Bentham, An infroduction to the Principles of Morals
and Lagislation (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 18786), pp. 1-3; John
Bowring, ed., Bentham's Works, vol. W (Edinbucgh: William Tait, 1843),
pp. 33-35, '




—irsmembers— The-interest-of-the --eommunia'—then—is,_lr,is,_mor.eoyer,JJniversally and constantly pernicious in

_ another way, by the restraint or constraint imposed on
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to have to augment or diminish the happiness of the
party whose interest is in question: of, what is the same
thing in’ other words, to promote or to oppose that happi-
ness. | say of every action whatsoever; and therefore not
only of every action of a private individual, but of every
measure of government.

I By utility is meant that property in any object,
whereby it tends to produce benefit, advantage, pleasure,
good, or happiness {all this in the present case comes to

i t comes again to the same thing)
to prevent the happening of mischief, pain, evil, or un-
happiness to the party whose interest is considered: if
that party be the community in general, then the happi-
ness of the community: if a particular individual, then
the happiness of that individual.

IV. The interest of the community is one of the
most general expressions that can occur in the phrase-
ology of morals: no wonder that the meaning of it is
often lost. When it has a meaning, it is this. The com-
munity is a fictitious body, composed of the individual
persons who are considered as constituting as it were

what?—the sum of the interests of the several members
who compose it.

V. Ttis in vain to talk of the interest of the community,
without understanding what is the interest of the indi-

vidual. A thing is said to promote the interest, or to be for .

the interest, of an individual, when it tends to add to the
sum total of his pleasures: or, what comes to the same
thing, to diminish the sum total of his pains.

VI. An action then may be said to be conformable to
the principle of utility, or, for shortness sake, to utitity
(meaning with respect to the community at large) when
the tendency it has to augment the happiness of the com-
munity is greater than any it has to diminish it.

VII. A measure of government (which is but a partic-
ular kind of action, performed by a particular person or
persons) may be said to be conformable to or dictated by
the principle of utility, when in like manner the tendency
which it has to augment the happiness of the community
is greater than any which it has to diminish it. . . .

RS

The practical questions, therefore, are how far the end in
view is best promoted by individuals acting for them-
selves? and in what cases these ends may be promoted by
the hands of government?

With the view of causing an increase to take place in
the mass of national wealth, or with a view to increase of
the means either of subsistence or enjoyment, without
some special reason, the general rule is, that nothing
ought to be done or attempted by government. The
motto, or watchword of government, on these occasions,
ought to be—DBe quict.

an

For this quietism there are two main reasons:

1. Generally speaking, any iterference for this purpose
on the part of government is needless. The wealth of
the whole community is composed of the wealth of
the several individuals belonging to it taken together.
But to increase his particular portion is, generally
speaking, among the constant objects of each indi-
vidual's exertions and care. Generally speaking,
there is no one who knows what is for your interest

— is disposed with so

much ardour and constancy to pursue it.

2. Generally speaking, it is moreover likely to be perni-
cious, viz. by being unconducive, or even obstruc-
tive, with reference to the attainment of the end in
view: Each individual bestowing more time and at-
tention upon the means of preserving and increasing
his portion of wealth, than is or can be bestowed by
government, is likely to take a more effectual course
than what, in his instance and on his behalf, would
be taken by government.

foe]

o

the free agency of the individual. . ..

.. . With few exceptions, and those not very consider-
able ones, the attainment of the maximum of enjoyment
will be most effectually secured by leaving each individ-
ual to pursue his own maximum of enjoyment, in propor-
tion as he is in possession of the means. Inclination in this
respect will not be wanting on the part of any one. Power,
the species of power applicable to this case—viz. wealth,
pecuniary power—could not be given by the hand of gov-
ernment to one, without being taken from another; so
that by such interference there would not be any gain of
power upon the whole.

The gain to be produced in this article by the inter-
position of government, respects principatly the head of
knowledge. There are cases in which, for the henefit of
the public at large, it may be in the power of government
to cause this or that portion of knowledge to be produced
and diffused, which, without the demand for it produced
by government, would either not have been produced, or
would not have been diffused.

We have seen above the grounds on which the general
rule in this behalf—DBe quiet—rests. Whatever measures,
therefore, cannot be justified as exceptions to that rule,
may be considered as non agenda on the part of govern-
ment. The art, therefore, is reduced within a small
compass: security and freedom are all that industry re-
quires, The request which agriculeure, manufactures and
commerce present to governments, is modest and rea-
sonable as that which Diogenes made to Alexander:
“Stand out of my sunshine.” We have no need of favour—
we require only a secure and open path.

,i
:
o
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Why Men Revolt
By Rohert N Kaplan |
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Chief Geopolitical Analyst

1848 in Europe was the year that
was. In the spring and sumimer
of that year, bourgeois intellecivals
and working-class radicals staged
upheavals from Francg to the
Balkans, shaking ancient regimes
and vowing fo creale new liberat

- Uemocratic orders. The Arab Spring has periodically been compared to the stirrings of 1848, Bul
with the exceplion of the loppling of the Orleans monarchy in France. the 1848 revolutions

Ttroubling imglications for the Middle East: Conservative regimes in mid-19th century Europe had
nol only the institutional advantage over their liberal and socialist adversaries but also the moral
advanlage.

Canservative orders, epilomized by the Habsburg Austrian Chancellor Clemens von Metlernich,
had prbvided continent-wide stabilily following the Mapoleonic Wars, which in proportional terms
kifled as many Europeans as World War |, Metterich's Habisburg Empire, encompassing 11
different nationalities, was the geopolitical key to a slable European system (even as the
Habsburgs themselves were weak as a power compared to Greal Britain and France).
Nevertheless, the 1848 reformists were -- fike people everywhere and in every age - insufficiantly
grateiul. By 1848, the horrors of Napeleon were more than a generation past. and Netlernich was
consequenlly viswed as merely a reactionary. But libaral hopes of 1848 would come to naught
amid ethnic and national questions thal the weskening of the Mallernichian system unlzashed -
ethnic: and national questions comparable 1o the infer-communal tensions that plague the Arab
world leday.

Indeed, ethnic inferests in Europe soon trumped universalist longings. While ethnic Germans and
Hungartans cheered the weakening of Habsbueg rule in massive sireel protests that inspired fiberal
inlelligentsia throughout the Westernworld, there were Slavs and Romanians who feared the vary
freedom for which the Germans and Hungarlans cried oul. Rather than cheer on democracy per
se, Slavs and Romanians feared the tyranny of majority rule. Among the Slavs were Slovaks,
Serbs and Croats who were soon at the throats of their new Hungarian overlords. The Habsburg
regime in Vienna exploited these divisions, as well as ih_ose between Uksainians and Poles to the
north.

Thare are fundamental differences between 1848 in Europe aad 2011-2812 in the Wddle East.
Metternich, untike Hosni iubarak in Egypt and Bashar al Assard in Syria. did nal symhalizi lhe
‘ecadent rule of one man and one ruling clique: ralhar, he governed theaugh Taws and insbilulions.,

areover, his polyglol Habsburg system, lying at the geographical center of Europe. consiiited a
mworality in and of itself, necessary as It was for peace among the elbnic nations. This is why
Melternich's system survived, even as he himself was replaced in 1848.

While there is no equivalent in the Mddle East of the Habsburg system, not evary dictatorial regime
in the Arab world is expendable for some of the same reasons thal Habsburg Austria's was nol.

——

A Conversation on Syria with George
Friedman and Robert B, Kaptan

B i e
Jinadist Opportunities in Syria

iy

8 Tl
Egypt and the ldealist-Realist Debate in U.S.
Foreign Policy

8 e 20,2061
Syria, tran and the Balance of Power in the
Middie East

T T

Libya and Irag: The Price of Success

Geopolitic.:ﬂ Journey: Riots in Cairo

]

AL ut e -

Libya: A Premature Victory Celebration

6 & .0 O
Israeli-Arab Crisis Approaching

B At pav

Libyan Rebels Enter Tripoli

B AU 2N
Libyan Rebets Closing in on Tripoli

ARTICLE AUTHOR




21212014
That is the burdensome realily of the Middle Easl today: If conservative -- even reactionary -- orders
are necessary for inter-communal peace, then they may survive in one forim or another, or at least
resurface in places such as Egypl and frag.

Iraq in 2006 and 2007 proved thal chaos is in some respecls worse than lyranny, Thus, a sysiem
is simply not moral if it cannol preserve domestic peace. "Progress includes Order," John Stuarl
Mill wrote in Considerations on Representalive Governrnent (1861}, “but Order does nof include
Progress.” [ other words, nobody is saying that conservative-reactionary orders will fead 1o social
betlerment. Nonetheless, because order is necassary hefore progress can take held, reactionary
regimes could be the beneficiary of chaos in some Mddle Eastern states, in a similar way that lhe
Habsburgs were after 1848, For il is conservative regimes of ohe type or anclhers that are maore
w eestore order. W\,\\‘ 9

 Towil fthe mililary is seen io be necessary for communal peace helween Muslims and Copls in

1848: History's Shadow Onver the Middle East | Stratfor
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Egypt, that will give the generals yet another reason to share power with Islamists, rather than
relreat entirely from politics. The overthrow of Mubarak will therefore signify not a reveiution but a
coup. if democracy fallers in Libya, with Ihe state itsell crumbling. then a new strongman may
ererge over time. barring an informal break-up of the country. {Yemen s alrearly in such disaay.
The recent election in Sanaa cannol mask the fact thal he regime. such as it exists, has lost
control of significant swaths of the couniry - to a greater extent than had the old order before
2011.)

White Syria's al Assad is seen as illegiimale, thal does not mean that the fiture in Syria
automatically means gither democracy or sectarian chaos. il may mgan eventually a new form of
aulhoritarianism that alleviates or betler manages such instability in the first place. Remember that
a-syslem is not defined by-the name il gives itself but by how the powerrelationships_actually work

- &t intel reports tist:

_.behind the scenes. Thys, frag may call itseff a democracy, but in truth it is a sectarian "lhugocracy®
that barely keeps order, and if it continues fo falter in that regard, it may eventually be replaced by a
full-fledged authoritarian regime {(hopefully one far less brutal than Saddam Hussein's).

Indeed, democratic uprisings in 1848 did not secure democracy, they merely served nolice that
society had become too restive and too complex for the existent monarchical regires {o insure
both order and progress. In Palitical Order in Changing Societies {1968), Harvard political scientist
Samiiel Huntington wrole that the more complex a seciely becomes, the greater the number of
institutions that are required to govern it

o ——
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So one should not confuse the formation of new regimes in the Mddle East wilh thelr actual
consolidation. This will require coercive power in the form of new polics lorces and intelliyenc
agencies, notes Antonio Giustozzi of the London School of Economics in his provocalive new
book. The Art of Coercion (2011). And such extreme forms of compulsion are only alleviated by the
building of civilian instilutions of the kind Huntingten talks about. which can then maintain orderin a
more benign manner, ¥ new bureaucratic institutions do not emerge in a marg socially complex
iddle East, the Arah Spring will be a false one. and it wilt be remembered like 1848,

Meanwhile, the authoritarianism of the al-Saud family lingers on in Saudi Arabia, the strategic
linchpin of the Arabian Peninsula. And lesser manarchs from Kuwait south o Oman appear not o
be in danger. With the exception of the oppressed Shia in 8abrain and in eastern Saudi Arabia. the
peoples of the Persian Gulf siill broadly associate stability and progress with conservalive orders.
Thus, the emirs and sultans have the loyalty of their populalions and hence the moral advantage.

Syria is at this very moment a bellwelher. il is afflicled by ethnic and sectarian splils -- Suneis
versus Shia-trending Alawites versus Druze and Kurds. But Syria also ¢an claim hisjoricat
coherence as an age-old cluster of cosmopolitanism al the crossrouads of the desert and the
Mediterranean, a place litlered with the ruins of Byzanline and medieval Arab civitizations. The
Western intelligentsia now equale & moral cutcome in Syrio willy the toppling of the present
dictator, who reguires those sectarian splits 1o survive. Bui scon enough, following ihe expected
end of al Assad's regime, a moral oulcome will be associated with the re-establistunent of
domestic order and the building of institulions -- coercive or not. Because only wiih thal can
progress be inilialed.
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1848 had tragic repercussions: While democracy in Europe llowered briefly following Worlg War |, G S NBVY fncident

it was snuffed out by fascism and then communism. Thus, 1848 had 1o wait untit 1989 o truly o Tet

renew itsell, Because of technology's quickened advance, politicat change is fasier in the Mddle i?:::;ji;m Atabia, UAE, Turkey Respond To
:ast. Bul for 2011 1o truly be remembered as the year of democracy in the Arab world. new forms Moo me ey

of non-oppressive order wift first have to be established. And with the likely exception of Tunisia -- @

country close to Europe with no ethnic or seclarian splits -~ that appears for the moment to be

problematic.

Send us your thoughts on this report.
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